
The Lamb That Is Able to Open the Scroll and Break the Seals 
 

Chapters 4 and 5 of book of Revelation provide us with a privileged insight into 

the heavenly throne room.  Last week we noted that the center of attention of the 4th 

chapter is the Lord God who is seated on the throne as the unquestionable sovereign 

ruler of heaven and earth, as that infinite, omnipotent and holy God who is directing the 

affairs over all creation.  

In the next chapter, the focus of our brief reflection today, the concentration shifts 

from the sovereign God of all creation to the triumphant Lamb that is able to open the 

scroll and break its seals.  The scroll contains God's plan of judgment and redemption 

which have already been set in motion by Christ's death, resurrection and ascension but 

which are awaiting their consummation at his Second Coming.  The loud angelic appeal 

in v. 2 for someone that is worthy to come forth and unleash God's secret purpose for 

establishing his kingdom and for revealing the fullness of his glory is met by a deafening 

and distressing silence.  No creature is qualified to execute such a task; this requires 

the work of one who has sovereign authority.  Immediately, however, discouragement is 

transformed into delight by the identification of Jesus as "the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 

the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals."  

v. 5 

Wherein does Jesus' qualification for breaking the seals and unrolling the 

document consist?  Firstly, in his Messianic titles, "The Lion of the tribe of Judah" and 

“The Root of David."  The former, which affirms Jesus' royal status and rule over the 

nations, is taken from Jacob's patriarchal blessing to Judah in Gen 49:10, "The scepter 

shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until tribute 

comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples."  and the latter, 

predicting Jesus' descent from the line of David and his rule over the nations, from the 

prophet Isaiah, "There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 

from his roots shall bear fruit… --of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place 

shall be glorious."  Isa 11:1, 10.     

Secondly, in his description as one who "has conquered."  v. 5.  What has he 

conquered?  By virtue of his sinless life, death, resurrection and ascension into heaven, 

he has conquered sin, death and hell.  As the firstfruits from the dead and as the author 

of our salvation, he has received the honor and distinction to take the scroll out of God's 

hand, to open it and to break its seals and in so doing, to execute the eternal divine plan 

of judgment and redemption, a plan that encompasses all sacred history – from creation 

to the fall to redemption through the cross and finally, to the new creation.  Jesus Christ 

alone is qualified to usher in God's final purposes for his creation. 



This is the view that needs to dominate our minds and our motives while we're on 

this side of heaven.  Since, by virtue of our covenantal union with Christ, we are already 

seated with Christ in heaven, then this is the truth on which we ought to set our minds, 

Col 3:1-2.  It inclines us to remember that our hope is not to be found in this world which 

assaults us with an ever-increasing arsenal of distractions that tug at our hearts.  It 

reinforces in our hearts and minds the truth that, regardless of our physical, economic 

and emotional circumstances, Christ has already won the victory for us and that the 

Father is sovereignly working all things together for his glory and our good which he will 

bring to their perfection "according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan 

for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth."  

Eph 1:9-10.  This he will achieve when Christ comes the second time. 

Lastly, it encourages us to remember that our lives on earth are to be directed 

and shaped by the affairs in heaven.  As those who have been justified by grace alone 

through faith alone in Christ alone, we are to be in constant remembrance that the 

Christian life is one of continuous struggle against the world, the flesh and the devil – all 

of whom have already been decisively conquered by Christ.  True freedom is not to be 

found in our fallen, sinful desires – this is none other than the tyranny of the self – but in 

the conformity of our entire lives into Christ.  The clear picture of Christ as the Lamb 

who is able to unfold the scroll and break its seals is to be a defining force in our lives.  

It underscores the certainty of our eternal hope and shapes our Christian worldview.  As 

such it prevents us from fumbling in our theology; stumbling in our thinking; fumbling in 

our traditions; grumbling instead of being thankful and ultimately, from crumbling in our 

lives.  Christ holds all together; in him all things consist, Col 1:17. 

Let our lives be grounded in the heavenly reaffirmation of Christ's cosmic victory 

over evil.  Let our lives be anchored in the heavenly reality that, while we are already in 

a Spiritual union with this Christ who is ruling over all creation at the right hand of the 

Father, the best is yet to come for we are looking forward to that time that he will come 

again to bring us into the presence of the Triune God "and so we will always be with the 

Lord.  Therefore encourage one another with these words"  1 Ths 4:17-18.   


